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presentato in allegato (Politecnico Milan).



Politecnico (Milan)

The evolutionary ferment that swept across Lombardy in the 1830's, dampened nonetheless by

numerous political, social and economic limitations, caused intellectuals who were more attentive

to what was happening in Europe to see intelligence as an economic factor on par with capital,

labour and infrastructures. Groups of business owners more aware of the needs of modern

agriculture and the growing manufacturing activities, in addition to intellectuals and economists

committed to promoting the country's modernisation process were in favour of developing technical

and scientific education, referred to aS "one of the main sources of progress".

Upon its establishment, Politecnico became the hub of all educational and outreach initiatives in

the technical and scientific world, the dynamic centre of applied research and a place where

businesses could turn to for third party experimentation and testing.

On November 29th, 1863, Francesco Brioschi, a politician, distinguished mathematician and

hydraulic engineer, already the rector of University of Pavia and secretary general of the Ministry of

Public Education, in his dual role as chairman of the board of the Scientific-Literary Academy, the

original nucleus of the future university and founder and director of the lnstituto Tecnico Superiore,

the first Politecnico in ltaly, inaugurated the two universities emphasizing their "common and

special purpose" and correspondence with "the country's intellectual and material needs".

On the same occasion Francesco Brioschi indicated the two elements that characterised the

institution as a coordìnator between the basic scientific teachings and technical teachings and the

specificity of the latter two, a principle that prefigured the division of ihe study programme into

specialisations. The lnstituto Tecnico Superiore was based on the model of the German and Swiss

polytechnic institutes and promoted a technical and scientific culture focused on specialization and

the ability to contribute to the country's development. lnitially limited to three years of study and two

areas of study in Civil and lndustrial Engineering, in 1865, on tbe initiative of Camillo Boito and

through interaction with the Academy of Fine Arts of Brera, the institute was joined by the School of

Architecture and in 1875 was completed by the two-year preparatory school.

Giuseppe Colombo, Brioschi's successor at the helm of Politecnico, remembers his predecessor

as a great mathematics scholar "the true, great passion of his life [...lto which he dedicated all his

free time; which awaited him late at night, finding in his favourite studies, the most difficult that the
human mind can conceive, true rest, compensation for the annoyances, difficulties and struggles of

life and actually drawing from the pure source of science the strength to overcome them."


